CHAPTER    XII
GERMAN OPPOSITION TO THE FINAL
EFFORTS TO PRESERVE PEACE
WE must now consider the character and object of the
policy of the Central Empires during the progress of the
events of July 29th and 30th in Russia.
Bethmann-Hollweg's Motives
The motives of the Chancellor, Bethmann-Hollweg,
were now clearly apparent; and they were increasingly
inspired by a double anxiety and aimed at a double
objective. He did his utmost to keep Great Britain neutral
and prevent her from taking up a position in favour of
the two continental States of the Entente; and at the same
time he tried to convince public opinion that the whole
responsibility for the conflict which was imminent
devolved upon Russia. He desired to make it appear that
the Czar's Government had precipitated a general war
(which had been the secret objective of the "localization"
thesis); and it was consequently essential that Austria-
Hungary's line of action should not in the future be
open to the charge of intransigence since this would ruin
the whole aim of German diplomacy, which has been
summed up in the precise formula, "to put Russia in
the dock."
While all its activities were turned in this direction,
the Wilhelmstrasse found itself faced with a series of
proposals for compromise put forward by the Entente.
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